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SECRET CANBERRA 6849 

EXDIS, FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY HOLBROOKE FROM AMBASSADOR ALSTON 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 
TAGS: MARR, PINT, AS 

SUBJECT: DEFENCE MINISTER KILLEN'S UNCERTAINTY OVER SENSITIVE ASPECTS 
OF JOINT US-AUSTRALIAN DEFENSE COOPERATION 


REF: (A) CANBERRA 6592; (B) STATE 209835 

1 . FOLLOWING LETTER DATED AUGUST 25 RECEIVED FROM GEOFF YEEND, 
SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET: 

QUOTE: DEAR PHILIP, 

YOU SPOKE TO ME AND LATER WROTE TO ME ABOUT THE 
DEFENCE FACILITIES MATTER. 


SINCE WE SPOKE THE MATTER HAS MOVED ON A LITTLE. 

THERE HAVE IN FACT BEEN SUGGESTIONS BY YOUR DEFENSE AND 
STATE DEPARTMENTS, THROUGH THE AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR IN 
WASHINGTON, THAT A TEAM BE SENT TO CANBERRA FOR DISCUSSIONS. 
THE MATTER IS NOW UNDER CONSIDERATION AMONGST DEPARTMENTS 
AND MINISTERS HERE. THE PRIME MINISTER IS KEEPING IN 
TOUCH WITH THE SITUATION. 

HOWEVER YOU WILL APPRECIATE THAT THE HANDLING OF THE 
MATTER TAKES ON A SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT ASPECT THAN 
THAT DISCUSSED BETWEEN MR. SQUIRES AND ME, AND 
BETWEEN YOU AND ME. 
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I SHALL SEE THAT YOU ARE KEPT IN TOUCH WITH 
ANY DEVELOPMENTS. END QUOTE. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE ADVICE ABOUT STATUS OF PROPOSAL 

TO SEND TEAM TO CANBERRA FOR DISCUSSIONS MENTIONED IN YEEND'S 

LETTER. 

ALSTON 
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